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Can the Church Prevent One Abortion?
Research by LifeWay and Care-Net 
indicates the Church indeed can prevent 
as many as 400,000 abortions annually. 
Their study, done in 2015, unearthed 
some telling data about women and 
abortion. Of the 1,038 women surveyed 
who had abortions, 70 percent claimed 
a Christian religious preference, and this 
is the critical statistic: 43% of the women 
having abortions were in a church service 
within 30 days prior to aborting their baby.
The survey also revealed that women 
dealing with unplanned pregnancies 
saw the Church as “lacking grace” and 
“gossiping rather than helping”. Among 
women who had an abortion:

 � 65% say church members judge single 
women who are pregnant.

 � 54% think churches oversimplify the 
decisions about pregnancy options.

 � Fewer than half (41%) of the women 
believe churches are prepared to help 
with unwanted pregnancies.

 �And, only 3 in 10 women think 
churches give accurate advice about 
pregnancy options.

Given that the United States is at just 
under a million babies dying each year 
from abortion, 43% is at least 400,000 
abortions. That’s a lot of babies being 
aborted by moms who were very possibly 
attending a church that would help them 
choose life.
Prevent the One was inspired by this powerful article: 
EqualRightsInstitute.com/PastorArticle 

“Most women seeking abortions aren’t 
uber-political. They aren’t members of the 
aggressively pro-abortion, Twitter-argu-

ment-waging, shout-your-abortion crowd. 
They aren’t calculating murderers. They’re 

afraid.

Women facing an unplanned pregnancy often 
have reasonable, here-and-now fears. They 

may fear the loss of financial stability—or the 
loss of the ability to ever reach it. They may fear 

the loss of an already teetering status quo in 
which every available ounce of food is already 

consumed at home—perhaps by other chil-
dren they’re already parenting. Pregnant wom-
en may lose a job, or they may not get the job 
they were hoping for. They may fear a violent 

boyfriend or father.

They may even fear pregnancy itself, which is 
often full of terrifying sickness, physical pain, 
loss of emotional control, and embarrassing 

bodily problems. All of these fears are real and 
oft-cited at crisis-pregnancy centers the coun-

try over. A common theme weaves through 
most of them: the fear of other people.” 

Maria Baer, Pregnancy Counselor


